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THE 


GRAND IMPOSTOR 


Caught in his own Snare, &c. 


T would fill zoo much Paper to deſcribe all the Lies, 
Slanders and Forygeries invented and divulged by wicked . 
Men ( Profeilors and Prophane) againſt me, ſince | came 
to reſide in this City, which is now about twclve Months, 
during which time the-Devil harh raged againſt me like 
a roaring Lion, io the expoſing my Reputation, and the ha- 

zard of my Life : In which Wickedneſs, one Mr. Toathby (once 

in Commiſſion of the Peace, and then a great Perſecutor of 
his Neighbours for Matters of Religion) and one Mr. John 

Wiket, Reftor of Tatterſhall ( as he calls himſelf) in the County 

of Lincoln, have been the principal Inſtruments. 

Thc tirſt 1 have detected in Print already, and proved him 

a great Liar, by the Teſtimony of ſeveral credible Witneſſes, 

who have by their Teſtimonials under their own Hands,atteſted 

my lnnocency as to my Converſation in general, and parti- 
cuiarly as to the Slander moſt wickedly reported by the ſaid 

Tearhby, who never durſt appear to vi:dicate himſelf, nor can 

he d© it, but muſt bear his Shame for ever. p 

Afﬀrer this comes a Prieſt to this Ciry, under the Title of 

Mr. John Willet, and falling in company with ſome Profetlors 

of Mr. Calvins Perſwaſion, and particularly one Mr. Goward 

( 2 School-maiter) in this City 3 this miſerable Prieſt per- 

ceiving (as himſelf confelled ) that they had a Hatred againſt 


"me, and hoping to get Mony ( as he alſo confeſſed ) began to 


accuſe me as a very great Criminal, for ſtealing of Sheep and 
ſome Hurdles, &c. This Story fo pleaſed the ſaid Coward, 
| A 2 that 
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that he became a great Friend to this wicked Prieſt, and 
waited upon him, and was his Counſellor ( as appears by a 
Letter under the ſaid Goward's own Hand). And now it was 
contrived that this Prieſt ſhould go to ſome of the Miniſters 
of the Church of England, and accuſe me of theſe Crimes in 
their Preſence, which accordingly he did, at the Hoſe of 
Dr. Hiliyard, where were ſeveral other Miniſters : but ſome of 
them obſerving that he was extravagant in his Speech, and 
inconſiſtent in his Story, demanded if he would give it under 
his Hand ? who readily told them he would, and accordingly 
wrote, as followeth, moſt impudently. 


Hu I as certify, and affirm, That Thomas Grantham (a 

T aylor ) did ſtand in the Pillory for two hours at Louth for 

cauſing bs /Man-Servant to fetch up ſeven Sheep of one of his 

Neighbours, and to brand them with hs own Brand ; and for cauſing 

him to fetch ſome Hurdles from one of bs Neighbour's Hay:ſtacks, 
Thjs I teſtify to be true, 


John W illet, late Refor of Tatterſhall, 


One of the Miniſters before whom this wicked Man did 
ſubſcribe this horrible Slander, was pleaſed to give me very 
fpecdy notice of this Villany, (for which I am greatly obliged 
to him whilſt 1 live) whereupon I immediart-ly took. out an 
Action againſt this Wretch, and fent a Szrjeant to Ins Inn to 
apprehend him, but he was gone to t:ke Boat for Yarmouth ; 
[ ordered a.Friend,. who was going, thither at the ſame time in 
another Boat, to take care to appreh. nd this Prieſt there, 
which accordingly was done, and he was comT.itted to Priſon, 
where immediately his Conſcience accuſed him, and w: inging 
his Hands, he cried out, He bad done me nrong, and 45 God ſhould 
judg hi Soul, be had wronged me, and that he knew no Evil by me , 


- and ſaid, be was drawn to accuſe me for a little ny and by their 
giving him too much Wine and Beer : and there wrote this Con- 
feſſion following; which was read in the preſence of divers 
Gentlemen and Officcrs there, v:z. 


Rewernd 


4, 
Reverend Sir, 

« {| {ney Grantham, your poor Priſoner humbly prayeth; 
; and earneltly beggeth Pardon for the Injury and Wrong 
& done unto you. [declare ſolemnly from the botrom of my 
« Soul, that ir ſhall always be my ſtudy day and night to make 
& Reparation to the loſs of your Credit that | have wrongfu'ly 
& blaſted. I pray in the firlt place to God to forgi.e m2; and 
& in the next place, | pray heartily to my injured and offended 
&« Brother to forgive ine, which up»n my Knees 1 humbly 
& beg, and | hope he will ſay as our B elled Saviour ſaid, Go 
« thy way, and ſin no more. | am willing to ſubmit my Will to 
« God and to my Adverſary, whom | hope wil) in ſome 
© meaſure rake pity upon my fad and deplorable Condition, 
& and remember. our bleſſed Lord, ad forgive me my Tret- 
& paſ:,as our Heavenly Father may forgive you at the laſt day. 
& 1 muit confeſs I have offended high.y both to God and my 
& Adverſary; and though W ine and Ale did inflame me,I hope 
* God will keep me in that due meaſure as never to be over- 
« taken again. The beit of God's Saints have had their Fail- 
& ings, and I hope and truſt in God's Mercy, that this will 
& bea warning to me, and I may, with holy David, ſay, /x 
& was good for me that I was afflitted, for before I was affiifted, [ 
&« went aſtray. And now I have dune it, all that I can Co, is to 
& be heartily ſorry for what: I have done, and in any thing 
&« ſhall be willing to ſubmit my Will to my injured Friend, 
«© whom I am willing before my Adverſary, or any of his 
« Friends, to delire and beg his Pardon, which is all that 7 
«am able todo in this World and hereafter all my ſtudy 
& ſhall be to remember my Creator in the days of my Youth, 
« and to do that Duty, for the future-that 1 am greatly in- 
& debted to God and Man. I am poor, God knows, and to 
& keep me hcre can do you no good, nor me, but me a great 
& deal of hurt, both to my Health and wrong to my poor Sou, 
« which 1 am ſure all Miniſters of God's Word do not delire. 
« This your poor Priſoner humbly begs you will ſpeedlly take 
« jnto Conſideration. John Wzllet, 

Witneſſes that this was owned by him as bis own Aft and Deed. 


John Roper, Richard Angeles 


Will. Mitchel, Will. Stennit. After. 
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After the Priſoner had made this Confeſſion at Tarmonth, he 
was ſent to Norwich, and brought before Tho. Blofeld, Eſq; 
Mayor of the City, that he might anfwer for his Crimes in 
falily accuſing me, and balcly exculing himfelf, by accuſing 
theſe Reverend Gentlemen ( the Mi:iiters)) for drawing him 
ro (o great a Villany ;, and now with crying and great Humility, 
he conf.ſled his Wickedneſs, and thar all was falſe which he 
had ſaid and ſubſcribed againſt me, and did over aid over 
with crying, and bended Knees, and wringing of his Hands, 
pray me to forgive him. And healſo confeiled he had wronged 
rh2 Gentlemen, the Miniſters, who were there preſ.nt, ( and 
Dr. Hillyard who was abſent) and begged their Pardon allo, 
who ſeverely rcbuked him for his Iniquity : ard indeed 
Mr. Connoxld and Mr. Poke did ſhew ſo much Juſtice a:id Sin- 
cerity in this matter, as will be an Honour to their Perſons 
and Character. 

The Worſhipful Mr. Mayor having diligently heard the 
whole matter, did declare that it was the fouleſt thing that 
ever he heard, and ſaid it was next to the taking my Life, and 
rebuked him for his Wickedneſs, which was ſich as deſerved 
whipping z and ſaid if I would forgive him, it was a very 
great Kindneſsto him; and commanded his Clerk to make a 
Record of his Confellion, and ordered that Mr. WillerThould 
ſign and ſeal it, which accordinply was done, in man:icr and 
form following. 


. Norwich. 
co Hereas I John Wilt, late Reftor of Tatterſball in 
c< Lincolnſbire, did on the ſecond day of Ob. 1691, 


ec rand and falſly certity and ſubſcribe, That Thomas 
'& Grantham, late of Lincolnſhire, and now Inhabitant in the 
« City of Norwich, did (to my knowledg ) ſtand in the 
Pillory at Zeath in Lincolnſkire.two hours, for ſtealing Sheep 
and Hurdles, and that I Gid fee him hold up his Hard at 
the Bar : and further I do dectare, that 1 have not only 
& wickedly abuſed the ſaid Thomas Grantham in 2!] theſe 
things, bur falſly accuſed Dr. Hillyard, Mr. Febn Connould, 
and Mr. Tho. Poke, in faying at Great Yarmouth, that 1 
* was drawn to-it by the forcſaid Dr. Hillyard,' Mr. John 
Connould, 


Si 


& Connould, and Mr.Poke, by giving me too much Wine, ard 
&« two Shillings in Mony, And I further do declare, that 
* what I ſid of Mr. Grautham, and ſubſcribed, was falſe, 
&« 2nd from my ſelf only, and that 1 drank but one Gl: 
« of Wine at the Doctor's aforeſaid : And l b-:lieve that the 
& Dottor ſuppoling | was in want, did out of his Chriſtian 
« Charity give me two Shillings. In witneſs whcreof 1 
« have hereunto ſet my Hand and Seal before Thom:s 
&« Blofeld, Eſq; Mayor, the 6th day of Oftober, Anno Do- 
* mint 1691, 
John Wille. 
Sealed and ſubſcribed before me, 


THOMAS BLOFELD, Mayor. 


This Paper the ſaid John Willet delivered to me, and begged 
Pardon for his Offence, whereupon I did freely forgive him : He 
likewiſe delivered it to Mr. Connould, and Mr. Poke, and begged 
their Pardon. who alſo forgave him, and he promiſed he would 
never do ſo wickedly any more. Then the ſaid Fohn Wille was 
commanded by the Mayor, and required by the Miniſters to get 
him out of the City, and not to ſtay in it, which he did with , 
Shame and Confuſion of Face, confeſling his Wickednefſs to 
the laſt. This miſerable Wretch had no Mony to free himſelf 
from the Officer, he begged of me that I would not ſend him to 
Priſon for Charges : 1 had Compaſlion on him, and gave the 
Officer 10 9. that he might be at hberty. The Mayor com- 
mands him to gi e me a Bill of his Hand to pay me this Money 
again, which he did, and. promiſed to ſend it to me ſpeedily ; - 
but if he do not, then he will appear the more wicked, as by 
how much [ ſhewed him the greater Mercy. 


In the next place, I think it convenient to-give ſome account 
of Mr. Geward above-named, that all Men may the better take 
heed how they receive'and encourage Men who walk with 
Slanders ; and that the rigid Calvinifts may beware how they 
fet themfelves againſt thoſe who pre ich Gad's Love to Mankind, 
for that is the bottom of the buſineſs (1 fear) from whence this 
Envy flows out againſt me. - For this Goward's _—_— = _ 

erſtan 
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-derſtand to be a Member of the Independent Congregation in 
i; this City, (and himſelf a follower of them) and jhe applauded 
ir. 1Willet for as good a Man as ever was beard, or to that pur- 
poſe, (as a Friend of mine informed me) which ſhews hc had 
ſome Society with ſome of that Perſwaſion ; not fhat 1 do 
. kereby accule them all, but do in Charity believe they ſcorn (o 
bale an Enterprize as Goward engaged himſelf in. Yet I mult 
nceds ſay, that that unreaſonable Opinion, That God hated the 
greater part of Mankind before the World was made, makes too 
many who adhere to it, yery fierce and cruel agalnit thoſe that 
believe and teach the contrary, as 1 could ſhew by divers Papers 
now in my hands; and I fear that too many of them would 
have been glad if I had been expclled this City, tho I am ſo 
far from being their Enemy, that I heartily deſire their good. 

But let us hear Mr, William Goward his unwortby Letter, viz. 


Ar. Willet, 
Am ſonewhat concerned to underſtand the News which was brought 
I to me ſince you left me, f'r you told me that night that there was 
ſome Perſons to take you 1, but altho Incredulity then poſſeſt me, yet 
ſince 1 fonnd it true that there was ſome Perſons to have raken you, 
* This but not upon your old Concern *, but #: was upon the account of 
old Con- your Country-man Mr. Grantham. And indeed I am troubled to 


celn. May find you a Perſon ſo weak, 4s I ſince perceive ;, for I find you have 


—amey £ given a Note under your Hand to Mr. Connould 4 47mifter in the 

bad Con- Cloſe, concerning Mr. Grantham s Sheep and Hurdle-buſmeſs, and 

cern to all that he ſtood in the Pillory for the ſame, - Now 1 ſay, if yon are 
that are Je ro bring proof of this, then you did net ſo much amiſs , but if 

.concern'd : : 

"=" you cannot do that, then he has an Attion of ' efamation againſt you, 
which he has notwithſtanding, and may lay you in Priſon, tl ſach 
time as you can get a Certificate out of the Court-Kolls n here he was 
rried, which done, you are releaſed, and may recover what Damage 
you pleaſe for a falſe Impriſonrent. Now for ny part. I nrite to 
you 44 a Friend, therefore, if not taken, would bave you to avoid 
the danger, for I am perſwaded that they null take you if You 
continue, therefore would have you baſten away as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble to Norwich, and ftay at James Shzrwood*s the IWherry- 


. man's Houſe till ſuch time as you can ſend to me, and I ſball 


give 


a 


"id —_—_—— —bz 
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give you what Advice you can in it *, If you ſhould be taken, * This is 
pray let me hear from you, and I will give. you what Advice the Law "ot g90d 


can afford in that Point, if you ſtate the thing truly to me. 1 oo Ml 
am your Friend, che Letter, 


| Will. Goward. 
Norwich, Oob, 3, 1691, 


The Superſcription was, 


To Mr. Willet 4 Miniſter in Yarmouth ; you may leave this 
at Mr. Alder. Fuller's Houſe, if you cannot find him 
otherwhere. 


Now what ſhall we ſay to this Letter ? Can it any way 
become a Chriſtian, or an honeſt Man to endeavour the ef: ape 
from Juſtice, of ſuch a Perſon as he knew to have fled for fear 
of being apprehended, yea, and that after he knew the Crime 
for which he was purſued by me? Surely he who ſeeks to 
hide and encourage ſo great a Criminal, may be feared ro 
have too great a ſhare in the Wickedneſs it ſelf which was 
deſigned againſt me. But ſecing this Letter was read in pre- 
ſence of the Mayor and Reverend Gentlemen above-named, and 
many others, and the Author examined upon it, whoſe Ex- 
cuſes were of the ſame quality with his Letter, I ſhall ar 
preſ nt make no further Obſervation upon ir, not doubting 
but wiſe and good Men will eaſily perceive the peccant and 
nanſeous Tendency of ſo vile a Scribe. 


And now upon the whole matter, I do ſeriouſly propourd- 
this Queſtion to all Calvinits in Norwich, or elſewhere, 
Whether they do or can believe, that our good and gracions God did 
from all Eternity, decree, freely and unchangeably, that Mr. Toath- 
by and My Willet (above-named) (bould come to Norwich, to 
Nlander and abuſe me and others, as they have done, by thoſe horrid 
Lies and Forgeries ? 

If they do believe this, then let all Men conſider how vile 
an Opinion this is 3 if they do not believe it, (as 1 would hope 
they do not) then let them for ever explode and abhor that 
wretched Article of the Aſſembly . of Divines at Weſtminſter, 

B where 
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where they ſay, God from all Erermity, did freely and unchange- 
ably ordain WHATSOEVER COMES TO PASS, 

Finally, 1 do hereby ſolemnly admonitſh the inconſid-rate 
Citizens of this City to repent and turn from their Iniquities, 
in making or loving Lies and Sanders ; for God hath deter- 
mined that no ſuch wicked Perſons ( perſiſting in their Sin) 
ſhall enter into the Kingdom of. Heaven, And that they may 
the better know their Sin, and repert before it be too late, 
| will here dzetet ſome more of the Slanders invented and 
promoted ag2inlt me. | 

1, I have been confidently and impudently reported to be a 
Papiſt, yea, 1 hear ſome will not believe otherwife; ard ye 
it is certaio, and they know it, that tew Men in England have 
more oppoſed the Errors of the Papiſts than I have done 
( according to my Capacity ) both by Diſputation, and by 
printing about 3000 Books againſt their Errors, that if by 
any means I might be inſtrumental to help any of them to ſee 
wcir Miſtakes, and to ſtrengthen ſuch as know the Truth, 
2gainſt the Errors of that People. 

2. | have been reported to be a great Drunkard ; whercas 
I think I may ſafely ſay, there are few Men living upon the 
Earth, that are ſo free from that Sin, as by the Grace of God 
I have been during my whole Life to this day. 

3. It has been impudently reported that | am a Whore- 
monger ; a Sin which by God's Grace I have alw2ys hated 
as the vileſt of Sins : and as | have been the Hu b2rd of one 
Wife ; ſo now, upon this occalion, 1 do ſfol:mnly proteſt in 
the preſence of Almighty Goa, the eleft Angels, and Men, That 
T zever knew Woman but my 091 Wife. And I do here ſummon 
all my Slanderers in this, or any Crimina/ At mhatſcever, to 
anſwer me at that dreadful Tribunal of ]:ſus Chriſt, where 
they are ſure to be condemned, except they repent. 


Ard now let our Gracious Gcd be glorified foi '1 his Fa- 
yours beſtowed ppon us, and. upon we his poor S<t vant, ard 
particularly for this ſingular Act of his Grecious Provider ce ; 
and let my Enemies learn to fear that Ged who Þ:} 01d: their 
moſt ſecret Contrivances, v bilit I conclude this ſhui Account 
with the words of the Pſalmiſt (as ſuitable to my caſe.) 


Pſalm 
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Yi: I 
Plalm 64. 


Hear my Voice, O God, in my Prayer, preſerue my Life from 
fear of the Enemy. 

Hide me from the ſecret Counſel of the wicked; from the In- 
ſurrefion of the Workgrs of Iniquity : 

Who whet their Tongue like a Sword, and bend their Bows to ſhoot 
their Arrows, even butter IP ords. 

Tha thty may ſhoot in ſecret at the upright : ſuddenly do they ſhoot 
at him, and fear et, 

They encourare themſelves in an evil matter |, they commune of 
laying Snares privily;, they ſay, Who {hall ſee them ? 

They ſearch out Iniquities, they accompliſh a ailizent ſearch © 
both the 1nwy,' | 1 2ht of every one of them, and the Heart is deep. 

But God ſhall jhvot at them with an Arrow, ſuddenly ſhall they 
be wourd d 

So they jhall make their. own Tongue to fall upon themſclues : alt 
thar ſee them, ſhai! flee away. 

And all Men ſhall fear, and ſhall declzre the Work of God; for 
they ſhall wiſely conſider of hu doing. 

The Righteow: ſhall be gladin the Lord, and all the upright in 
Heart ſhall glory. : 


ps 


Norwich, Oftob, 13, 1691. T HO. GRANTHAM, 


